Ultimate family reunion
Month-old kidnapped in parking lot

returned to her parents
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To the Xtreme

¥ X Games No. 8 starts today

Thursday
August 15, 2002

in Philadelphia
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‘Love letter to Ameri
stop for St. George signatures

By PATRICE ST. GERMAIN
patrices@thespectrum.com

ST. GEORGE — What will end
up as a 40-by-60-foot “love letter
to America” signed by people
from across the country made a
stop Wednesday afternoon in St.
George as part of a journey that
began July 4 in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and will end Sept. 11 in New
York City.

Spread on the floor of the St.
George Fire Department, a 4-by-
16-foot banner waited for signa-
tures from local firefighters and
police officers as photographer
Michael Joseph explained the pur-
pose of the banner and his mis-
sion.

Another banner nearby, com-
plete with signatures and badges
from fire and police agencies
across the country, features a pho-
tograph Joseph took on Oct. 19,

2000 — a photograph of the cross

atop St. Peter’s Roman Catholic
Church in New York. Behind it are
the World Trade Center’s twin
towers.

Joseph said he had been in New
York on a photo assignment and
walked past the church and tow-
ers, but walked past only to return
later with only five frames left on
his roll of film to shoot the site.
After Sept. 11, Joseph remem-
bered the photograph he took of
the twin towers stored away in his
archives.

“The cross is significant,”
Joseph said. “This photograph
came from the heart, and I wanted
to share it, and this is the way we
are doing it.”

Greetings, memories and words
of remembrance in nine languages
grace the banners that Joseph
hopes one day will hang in the

. Smithsonian Institution. Joseph

also is traveling with a petition to
gather signatures to have his pho-
tograph made into a postage
stamp.

After St. George, Joseph and
his traveling companion, Paige
Obrig, will travel to Las Vegas
before swinging east toward
Colorado, Wyoming and the
Midwest. The two plan to stop at
least once in each state to gather

ca’ makes

Nick Adams / The Spectrum

Dammeron Valley Assistant Fire Chief Brian Hall signs a poster
Wednesday at St. George Fire Station 1 that photographer
Michael Joseph hopes will hang in the Smithsonian someday.

signatures from local firefighters,
police and rescue personnel.

Joseph originally had planned
to have one banner for the entire
United States, but it quickly
became apparent that he would
need a banner for every few stops.
Obrig said the banner is to help
reunite communities, not to focus
on the tragedy. It is meant to
remember what happened.

St. George police and dispatch-
ers signed the banner, as well as
St. George and Washington City
firefighters. Some of them also
donated badges.
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part of a journey that began
July 4 in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and will end Sept. 11
in New York City. / A2

Chief Robert Stoker of the St.
George Fire Department said that
firefighting is one of the few pro-
fessions that when you are visit-
ing somewhere, you look up oth-
ers in the profession in that area.
Stoker said that over the years,
firefighters from not only the
Untied States but Australia,
Germany and England have visit-
ed the St. George firehouse.

“It’s the same thing with this
banner,” Stoker said. “New York
is so far away, but (the banner)
makes you feel like you're a part
of it.”



